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Vital Indicators of Progress®, VIP®is a
series of easy and extremely dependable oral
assessments developed by Dr. Roland Good and
colleagues at the University of Oregon. VIP
measures follow the same established DIBELS™
decision rules and instructional recommendations
developed by Dr. Roland Good and colleagues at
the University of Oregon (Good, Simmons,
Kame'enui, Kaminski, & Wallin, 2002).

The cutoffs and goals are based on finding a point
where the odds would be in favor (at least 80%) of
the student achieving subsequent literacy
outcomes. Whereas DIBELS identifies scores that
fall in line with meeting subsequent goals as low
risk, established, or benchmark, VIP identifies that
same category as “On Track” in all instances. The
DIBELS framework established a second cutoff
where the odds were against (20% or less)
students achieving subsequent literacy goals.
Whereas DIBELS identifies students with scores in
this pattern as at risk, deficit, or Intensive-Needs
Substantial Intervention, VIP identifies that same
category as “Struggling” in all instances/time
periods. Finally, DIBELS established scores falling
between the two cutoff points (50%/50%) where a
clear prediction of meeting subsequent literacy
goals was not possible. Whereas DIBELS identifies
scores that fall in this range as some risk,
emerging, or Strategic-Additional Intervention, VIP
identifies that same scoring pattern as “Emerging”
in all instances/time periods.

Low Risk = On Track
Established = On Track
Benchmark = On Track

At Risk = Struggling
Deficit = Struggling
Intensive = Struggling
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VIPs are used across 44 states in more than 650 school districts. In the

~ Janet Macpherson, Ph.D.

Because data-driven decision making and

VITAL INDICATORS OF PROGRESS IN A NATIONWIDE INTERVENTION PROGRAM
~ Peg Marrin, M.Ed.

on-going progress monitoring are critical

elements to effective intervention, Voyager

includes these measures as an essential
component of its reading programs.

Overall

2006-2007 academic year, hundreds of thousands of students were Mean
assessed and progress monitored at all three benchmark periods with 937

the VIP measures in the Voyager Universal Literacy System® our
preventative core reading program for kindergarten through third
grade, and in Voyager Passport™ our reading intervention program for

kindergarten through fifth grade.
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Success (Passing)
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- Little Success with Standards
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Tennessee Comprehensive
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